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PREFACE

AFTER five years spent in the collection of materials for an Edition of the
Rig-veda and its Sanskrit Commentary by SAyanichirya, the first volume is
now completed, comprising the first Ashtaka (Ogdoad), and about the fourth
part of the whole .

When T first entered on this undertaking, I saw but little chance that I
should ever sueceed in carrying it out, and my only hope of success was degived
from the firm conviction that, in the present state of philological, historical,
and philosophical research, no literary work was of greater importance and
interest to the philologar, the historian, and philosopler, than the Veda, the
oldest literary monument of the Indo-European world. 'There were many diffi-
culties to he overcome in carrying out this work. In the public Libraries of
Germany no MSS. of the Rig-veda and its Commentary were to be found, exeept
some old copies of the text and a small and worm-eaten fragment of Sayana’s
Commentary in the Royal Library at Berlin. It was necessary, therefore, to
spend several years in the Librarics of Paris, London, and Oxford, in order to
copy and collate all the necessary \aidik MSS. A complete apparatus eriticus
having been brought together in this manner, ‘it became possible to commence
a philological study of the Rig-veda, and to prepare upon a safe basis a
critical edition of both its text and commentary. But a still greater difficulty
remained, the expense of publishing such a work. These obstacles have been
such, that although the want of an edition of the Veda has been keenly felt by
all Sanskrit scholars, and although there were many fully qualified for such a
work, yet no onc has been found to undertake it, since the first edition of the

a An introductory Memoir on the Veda is in the Press, and will be published separately.
VOL. L. b
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Rig-veda by the late Dr. Rosen was interrupted by the early death of that
highly-gifted scholar. It is owing to a concurrence of many fortunate circum-
stances, and particularly to the kind cencouragement and liberal assistance
which I have received from various quarters, that these difficulfies have been
at length overcome.  For several ycars I was able to advance but slowly, being
entirely left to my own resources, and having hut few lelsure hours to bestow
upon Vaidik studics. But the further I proceeded in my work, the more encou-
ragement I received.  Amongst those who took an active interest in it, I
have to niention with sincere gratitude the names of Alexander von Humboldt
and Professor E. Burnouf in France, and of Chevalier Bunsen and Professor
H. H. Wilson in England. The final sucecess, however, of this undertaking is
owing to the well-known liberality of the Honourable the Court of Directors of
the East-India-Company, whose enlightened views on this subject cannot be
better expressed than in their own words: * The Court consider that the publi-
cation of so important. and interesting a work as that to which your proposals
refer, is.in a peculiar manner deserving of the patronage of the Fast-India-
Company, connected as it is with the carly religion, history, and language of
the great body of their Indian subjects.”

This first edition, however, of the Rig-veda and its Sanskrit Commentary is
not intended for the general scholar, but only for those who make Sanskrit
their special study, and for those among the natives of India who are still able
to read their own Sacred Books in the language of the original. Tt would have
been more agrecable to myself to have kept for my own use the materials
which I had collected for the Veda, (I allude especially to the Sanskrit Com-
mentary,) devoting all my time to their study, and communicating to the
public the last results only of my rescarches.  But [ felt that [ should perform
a more uscful work by at once making public those materials, without which
no philological study of the Veda was possible. A greater number of Sanskrit
scholars will thus be enabled to contribute their share towards the clucidation
of Vaidik antiquities, and we may now look forward to a more complete study
of Vaidik literature than it is in the power of any single individual to bestow
upon so comprehensive a subject, and to a better understanding of Vaidik
language, religion, and mythology. than can be expected from a scholastic
Indian commentator of the fourteenth century after Christ.

I determined therefore on publishing first a complete text of the Rig-veda-
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sanhit4, (the Sanhit4 and the Pada-text,) together with the only complete com-
mentary on the Rig-veda now existing, the Midhaviya-vedartha-prakaga by
Sayan4chirya. As the limits of this publication were fixed, it became necessary to
save space as'much as possible, in order to get at least the whole of the text and
commentary into the prescribed compass of the edition. For this reason, as well
as because this edition was destined for the usc of Indian as well as European
scholars, I had to exclude, and to reserve for a separate work, all critical and
explanatory notes of my own, togethcr with the various readings of the MSS.

My principal object in this present edition is therefore to give a correct text
of the Rig-veda, and to restore from the MSS. a readable and authentic text of
Sayana’s commentary. The former was by far the easicr task. The MSS. of
the Rig-veda have gencerally been written and corrected by the Brahmans with
so much care that there arc no various readings in the proper sense ot the
word, except those few which are found noticed as such in the Commentavies
or in the Prati$dkhyas. Even these arc generally of small importance, and
seldom affect the meaning of a sentence.  For the most part they arise from
niceties of orthography and calligraphy, which by themselves are of little
‘mportance to a European scholar, though they may become of interest if
considered with reference to the peculiarities of the old Sikhas or branches of
the Veda.  The hymns of the Rig-veda are happily much more free from these
orthographic minutize than the prayers of the Sama and Yajur-veda. Of real
importance, however, for critical purposes, are the alterations which the verses
of the Rig-veda have undergone when incorporated into the ceremonial prayers
of the Sama, Yajur, and Atharva-vedas. But neither are these alterations to be
considered in the light of varie lectiones, and, as they cannot be used for a
critical restoration of the received text of the Rig-veda, they will better be con-
sidered in a general critical account of the whole Vaidik literature b.

For the text of the Rig-veda 1 have made use of the following MSS.

L. Sawhiti-teut.
S. 1. A manuscript in th collection of the Rev. Dr. Mill, now belonging to
the Bodleian Library at Oxford. It contains all the eight Ashtakas (Ogdoads)

® The importance of these alterations has  Séma-veda herausgegeben, 1ibersetzt und mit
been pointed out by Professor Benfey, in his  Glossar versehn von Theodor Benfey, Leipzig,
valuable edition of the Séma-veda-sanhiti;  F. A, Brockhaus, 1848.
Introduction, p. lvii. * Die Hymnen des
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of the Rig-vedar The first Ashtaka consists of 89 leaves without a date, the
last leaves having been replaced by a modern hand. The second comprises

70 leaves, and has no date. The third, of g2 leaves, is dated Samvat 17%7.
The fourth, of 100 leaves, is dated Samvat 1776. The fifth, of 102 leaves, is
dated Samvat 177:1. The sixth, of 104 leaves, has no date, the last leaves
being of more modern origin.  The seventh consists of & leaves, and is dated
Samvat 1777. At the end of the sixth Adhyiya, Vargas 14—28 are wanting in
this MS., but have been added afterwards by the original writer on two sepa-
rate leaves! The eighth Ashtaka consists of 104 Icaves, without date. There are
four different handwritings to be distinguished in this manuscript. Ashtakas 3—7
are written by the same hand, about the year A.D. 1720, at Benares. The name
of the writer, however, is every where carefully scratched out with yellow ink.
The last ten leaves of the sixth Ashtaka are written by the same person, who
copied the second Ashtaka. The first and last Ashtakas again are copied by a
third writer: while some few leaves on white paper belong to a fourth and
quite modern hand, and have probably been supplied by the Pandit employed
by Dr. Mill.

8. 2. Another manuscript in the collection of Dr. Mill, now belonging to the
Bodleian Library. This also is a complete copy of all the cight Ashtakas. The
first Ashtaka consists of 103 leaves, without date. The second has g3 leaves,
and is dated Sdka 1679 (A.D.1757). The third fills 97 leaves, and is dated
Sika 1677.  The fourth comprises g2 leaves, and is dated Sika 1679. The fitth
consists of 62 leaves; the sixth of 8o leaves: and the seventh of 76 leaves; all
of them without dates.  Leaves 12—37 in the seventh Ashtaka have heen sup-
plied by a modern writer.  The cighth Ashtaka comprises 130 leaves, and is
dated Sika 1776, In this manuscript also fpur different writers can be distin-
guished : to the first belong Ashtakas 1—4; to the second, Ashtakas 5—7; to
the third, the eighth Ashtaka; and to the fourth, the modern additions in the
seventh Ashtaka.

8. 3. The third manuseript helongs to Mr. Colebrooke’s eollection, deposited in
the Library of the East-India-louse, where it forms Nos. 129—132 of the Cata-
logue.  No. 129 contains the Grihya-stras ot Avalayana and the first and
sccond Ashtakas. The first Ashtaka contains 59 leaves, and is dated Samvat
1802 : the second contains 60 leaves, and is of the same date. No. 130 contains
the third and fourth Ashtakas; the former of 53, the latter of 54 leaves;
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both dated Samvat 1802.
54 leaves, the latter of 56 leaves; both dated Samvat 1802.

No. 131 contains Ashtakas 5 and 6+ the former of
No. 132 contains
the Sarvanukrama and Ashtakas 7 and 8; ‘e former of 56, the latter of 61
leaves; equally dated Samvat 18o2. The whole Manuscript was evidently
written by one person, about the year 1745: his name is scratched out, but

scems to have been Somagopakasinatha.

1. Pada-text.

P. 1. A manuscript in Dr. Mill's collection, now belonging to tht Bodleian

Library. It contains all the eight Ashtakas. The first Ashtaka consists of g7

leaves, and is dated Samvat 1727, Saka 1 592 (A.D. 1670). The second contains
129 leaves, and is dated Samvat 1728.
dated.

tains 84 leaves, without a date; the last leaf having been supplied by a modern

The third fills 109 leaves, and is not
The fourth has ro7 leaves, and is dated Samvat 1727, The fifth con-

The seventh
"It was difficult,
however, to read the last page, which contains the date and the name of the
The eighth Ashtaka
contains 86 leaves, but breaks off with the last Varga of the seventh Adhyaya.

hand. The sixth Ashtaka comprises 8g leaves, and is not dated.

consists of g5 leaves, and is dated Samvat 1672 (A. D. 1615).
writer, but has been pasted over with yellow papere«.

The rest has been quppli(wl by a modern manuscript, without accents, dated
2 (A.D. 1800).
l‘lw oldest part is the seventh and cighth Ashtakas,
written in A.D. 1615 next come Ashtakas 1—6, written in A.D. 1760 thirdly,
the supplement of the cighth Ashtaka, written in AL . 1800:

Samvat 1857, Saka 17 In this manuseript also four different

hands may he traced.

and lastly, some
tew leaves of still more modern origin, probahly copied by a Pandit employed
by Dr. Mill.

P. 2. A complete copy of the Rig-veda-sanhitd, bequeathed by John Taylor
M. D.. to the Hon. Court of Dircctors of the Fast-India-Company, and entered

¢ All that can be rc.ld is wfe uﬂ' a sxauf the handwriting of the MS. and from the

- - -y T AT ¥y H

Even this has been traced over with ink, by

which it became still more illegible.  After-

wards anvther writer has given the date at

which the accents were added, but there also

we can only read 97 ag— ctc. To judge from
VOL. 1.

fragmentary passages which are still legible,

I conclude the MS. to have been written by

Damodara-Sadésiva, who gencrally signs him-

self sfggamaraad WA TAT e -

AERFARETIGAA (or TR or FTRETHETIPAA)

fafad 1. He was still alive in Samvat 1706.
¢
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in the Catalogue under No. 2032. It has been copied at Bombay, and is bound

together in once large volume: its date is from Sika 1736 to 1737 : the name
of the writer Ramabhatta, called S'ebenkara. .

It was not necessary for an editor of the Rig-veda to collate a greater
number of MSS,, or to classify them according to their age and origin. I have
seen nearly all the MSS. of the Rig-veda which exist in Europe, and | feel
convineed that no use can be derived from them as manuscripts, because
all of them are but transcripts, more or less carefully executed, of one and
the same fextd. If there were, as in other Sanskrit works, corrupt passages,
on which doubts might exist, a comparison of the Sanhita-text with the Pada-
text, or a reference to the Commentary, would have been sufficient to remove
such doubts. But so far from this being required, the reading of the Sanhita-
text, the Pada-text, and the text which the commentator had before him, can
each be established with such certainty by the MSS,, that it would be wrong
to correct cven the smallest differences in the quantity or accent of vowels
which occur oc -a;‘.iona]ly hetween these three texts, but which are always sup-
ported by the full testimony of each class of MSS.  There are instances in
almost every hymn where a long vowel occurs in the Sanhita-text, while the
Pada-text has a short one.  The commentator considers these productions of a
short vowel as Vaidik liberties. But in some cases where a long vowel scems
to be regular, and the Pada-text has notwithstanding a short one instead, this
shortening is cqually pronounced by Siyana as a Vaidik irregularity: for
instance, Rv. 1, 37, 11, waafr instead of wradfac: 1. 61, 14 wm instead of st
Instances occur where the text followed by the commentator is different from
the text of our MSS.  Rv. 1, 48, 5. wgx is both in the Sanhita and Pada-text an
oxytone, while Siyana explains it as a pagoxytone. Rv. 1, 116, 1. the Pada-
text has watnmg, while, according to Sdyana, the author of the Pada-text (Sakal ya)

must have read wisnm.

¢ The late Dr. F. Rosen, who had under-

taken an edition of the Rig-veda, part of

which was published after his lamented death
in 1837, has for the samc reason given no
various readings for the text of the Sanhité:
and I may also quote Dr. A. Kuhn of Berlin,
on the same subject, as a later but not less
weighty authority on questions connected

Rv. 1, 61, g. the Pada-text ought to have, according

with Vaidik literature ; Jahrbicher fur wis-
senschaftliche Kritik, Berlin, 1844, p. 131.

¢ qIHRS TEIFEE: N

" gizema wrrawt: 37 0 Cf 1, 84, 4. wFER;
1, 84, 6. the short i in TaaT instead of TaftwT
is called wzema gied g, while 1,11, 1.
ttAR TeftAf is explained by Taw=mRER-
wyete® A9 1 Cf. Panini, VIIL 2,17, 2.
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to Siyana, =msuy, but all the MSS. have msuz. Rv. 1, 52, to. dwwt has no
accent in the Sanhit4 and Pada-text, while Sdyana explains it as if it were a
paroxytone&.

Notwithstanding the great accuracy with which the MSS. are written, occa-
sional mistakes occur. Letters, syllables, and words are sometimes left out,
sometimes misplaced®in one or other of the MSS.,, owing to inevitable inadver-
tencies on the part of the copyist®. They never occur, however, in more than
one MS. in each instance, and 1 ]m.ow only one case in the first Ashtaka where
a real warietas lectionis might scem to have arisen in this manner,"Rv. 1, 112,
19: MSS. S. 1, 2, 3. and P. 1. have sg:, which Rosen has adopted; while P. 2.
and the Commentator have fassey:.

As to the spelling of words, I have endeavoured as much as possible to
preserve consistency, and never to deviate from the general laws of Sanskrit
orthography, except where Vaidik peculiarities were based on the unanimous
authority o1 all the MSS.

must be known and taken into account in order to make proper use of itl.

Each MS. has its own peculiar character, which

¢ Sdyana does not explain how Q=dt could
be without an accent in the text, though
generally he endeavours to account for irre-
gular accents; that is to say, to reconcile
them with the rules of Panini.
instance, 1, 61, 1. where he even admits of
a g 0

b This the writers of MSS. admit them-
selves in several cases.

See, for

For although they
generally say at the end of a MS. that they
have copied it as it was in the original, and
that it is not their fault if mistakes occur,
yet they complain frequently of the hard-
ships and difficultics of their work. T sub-
join a few specimens of their poctry:
mm:amﬁtﬁmm werddtd fafad aarg
wRARTd: ey W A 3l @ Sy o
“ If T have written a mistake here, because
I could not sce, or my mind was wandering,
noble persons may correct it all, but let them
not be angry with writers.”

gty afoig sty qosa: |
Tfe TEAYE A1 AW a7 AA7ai o

“ A Muni even may err; Bhima even was
vanquished : be it right or wrong, no fault
must be given to me.”

ey UWH gy Aey fafEd wan

afe yEAYE Tt AW Ay 7 faagw
“ As T have scen the book, so | have written
it; be it right or wrong, it is not my fault.”

WATHIty wagferdnd |

Fo fofat o4 a3 wfrarsig o
“ My back, my hips, and my neck arce broken;
my sight is stiff in looking down: keep this
book with care which has been written with
pain.”  Others read aggfe: instead of wx-
zfe.

I Rv. 1, 50, 6. for instance, in order to
support a conjecture, great stress has been
laid on the fact that in \jtﬂm waf =7, the
long @ of saf has been added by a later
hand in S. 3. (Cf. Zur Literatur und Ge-
schichte des Veda. Drei Abbandlungen von
R. Roth. p. 82.) Yet though 8. 3. is certainly
a very accurate copy, it could scarcely be
expected to have preserved traces of an older
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Some MSS.,, for instance, avoid certain groups of double letters, not only where
the reduplication arises from phonetic laws, but also where two independent
letters have been joined together.  This shorter way of writing occurs not oaly
in Vaidik, but also in other MSS., and cannot be considered as affecting the
pronunciation ot words, because the simple letter makes the preceding vowel
long, as if a double letter had heen written. 1 have scen, therefore, no reason
for adopting this way of spelling in a printed edition, because other Vaidik MSS,
frequently give the double letters where thoiy ought to stand, according to the
laws of Sanskrit grammar, and because a deviation from these laws might lead
to confusion. Some MSS. write a double aspirate, where, according to the laws
of Sanskrit grammar, the first of the two letters ought not to be aspirated. 1
mean forms like wfafg instead of wfafy etc. As good MSS., however, restrict
this peculiarity to the group g instead of 3% and as in this case also carefully
written MSS. preserve the regular form 3, it would have been to no purpose
to give up a general phonetic law (on the incompatibility of two aspirates) for
what may be after all a mere difference in writing!.  But although I have tried
to be as consistent as possible in the way of spelling, yet I have submitted to

the authority of the MSS. in cascs where their testimony was quite unanimous,

reading than Yéska had before him in the 3w This does not at all exclude the pos-

Nirukta, where this verse is quoted (Nirukta,
xii, 22) with the long «.  The fact is, as will
appear from a more accurate collation of this
MS., that S. 3. dispenses most frequently
with writing the long vowel in cases of Anu-
nasika in words where there can be no doubt
that the long vowel is necessary, and where
all the other MSS. have it.
this occur continually, and have generally
been corrected by the writer who added the
aceents; as in 1, 48, ry. ' =;h; 1, 45, 1
¢ wifed 3w 1, 44, 1. FF IWQWS 4 44 4
Hw=ms ,44,7. 38 185 1,47, 5. wBE WA, ete,

Sometimes the long vowel is not written, hut,

Instances of

according to the laws of Vaidik grammar,
the quantity is marked by a particular sign :
Rv. 1, 63, 1. w¥asgz; 1. 62, 12, gﬂ’qswf‘n;
1, 59, 0. ‘ﬂ’ﬂﬁasﬂt‘(aﬁ; here also another
hand has added the long vowel. Rv. 1.
59, 1. again, we find F¥3s T instead of 7AY

sibility of an old mistake in this verse (Rv.1.
50, 6), but it shows that, in order to make
proper use of a MS. it is not suflicient to
collate a few passages, but that the whole
character of a MS. must be studied by a
careful collation before it can be uscd as an
authority for particular passages.

* Other groups, which also occur occa-
sionally, but never in all the MSS. at the
same time, are w, 7, and vy, Cf. Benfey,
Sdma-veda, p. axaiv.

! Z may be meant for 3, in the same way
as @ is meant frequently for &  Bukka’s
name is spelt % and T%; and in words
like grEt® and @A it is often difficult to say
which form is meant; as words like gIEA
also, where there can be no doubt as to the
double £ and its pronunciation, are written

KA AN
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particularly with regard to nasal letters, hecause in such eascs there was
reason to suppose that certain peculiarities, if exhibited by all the MSS., might
Whe-

ther with the conflicting testimonies of old Grammarians, quoted in the Prati-

rest upon the authority of that Pratisikhya to which our MSS. belong.

sakhyas, it will be possible to restore the whole Sanhita of the Rig-veda in
such a manner as to” include all the minute niceties of spelling prescribed hy
different members of each S:’xkhz’t,. is a question on which [ should feel inelined
entirely to submit to Professor Roth’s authority, who has devoted much time
and learning to this interesting hranch of Vaidik literature. *

There is only one case where I thought it better to deviate from the way of
spelling adopted by the Vaidik MSS: this is with regard to the Avagraha.
The Vaidik MSS. use the Avagraha where a hiatus arises from two vowels meet-
ing at the end and beginning of two words, while the common custom has heen
to use this sign to mark the elision of an initial «, which has been dropped in
order to avoid a hiatus between it and a preceding vowel.  1f the Vaidik use
of the Avagraha had heen adopted, it would have been necessary to.introduce
a new sign for eases of real clision, which the Vaidik MSS. do not mark at all.
Instead of this | have preferred to retain the Avagraha where it is of real use
in marking the place where a letter has been dropped, and to exclude it where
it has no other purpose than that of marking a hiatus™, which is uite as clear
to the eye without any such sign.

I have now to state the principles which 1 have followed in editing the
Commentary of Sayana. [If the MSS. of the Rig-veda are generally the best.
the MSS. of the Commentaries are nearly the worst to be met with in Sanskrit
libraries: they have gencerally bheen copied by men who did not understand

what they were writing, and the number of mistakes is at first sight quite

™ The Avagraha is used in Vaidik MSS.,
not only where an clision ought to have
taken place, according to the general laws of
Sanskrit grammar; (for instance, zajyswi,
ﬁs‘ﬂfd as'\ﬂ'ﬂg, TF'I]Q‘}SHW;) but also
after those vowels which Sanskrit gramma-
rians call pragrihya, and which are never
affected by a following vowel, like WATYS W-
T, mm-&w&swziswﬁ, w@swig:.  The

same sign is put also after a vowel which

VOL. I

has been modified by the influence of one
immediately following, as wwrswyy, fow-
WSWIVE, F0mswa:: and even where a fi-
nal consonant has heen dropped on account
of a following vowel, as Emswa‘, fagr s wifa-
mfa, ?;:)ﬁs’ﬂﬁi'ﬂﬂ. By being employed for
so many purposes, and this not at all con-
sistently, the Avagraha, as it stands in Vaidik
MSS., is of little use.

d
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discouraging. No class of writings would have nceded more to be copied by
men who were masters of their subjeet than commentaries such as these, which
abound in short extracts, taken, without any further reference, from other books
on grammatical, etymological, ceremonial, theological. and philosophical subjects.
Most of these quotations are only detached tragments, full of technical expres-
sions, and often quite unintelligible by themselves.  In order to understand,
nay frequently in order to read these passages, it was necessary to have
recourse to the works from which they were taken.  Some of these works
were aleady published, but others existed only in MS., and had first to be
analysed, and furnished with alphabetical indices, before any use could be
made of them. By this process, however, a double advantage was gained. In
most cases a comparison with the work from which passages were quoted
served to correct the mistakes of the Commentary; while in other cases a
frequent recurrence of the same quotation in the Commentary furnished also
the means ot correcting false readings in the original works, or supplied, at all
events, a well-authenticated vardelas lectionis.  Sometimes, however, the same
passage is quoted differently in different places of the Commentary.  This may
be accounted tor by the fact that Indian authors trust so much to their
memory as to quote generally by heart.  Such slight differences, therefore, 1
have left unaltered whenever they were supported by the testimony of the
hest MSS.

As to the other part of the Commentary, which contains the original explana-
tions of Madhava, as edited by Sayana, a similar advantage for a critical re-
storation of corrnpt passages was derived from the frequent repetition of the
same explanations in different hymns, which also made it easier to hecome
tamiliar with the style of the Commentator, and his whole way of thinking and
interpreting the Veda. It was a further advantage that the MSS. were most
numerous for the first book of the Commentary, and, as Siyana says with
regard to the first Adhydya of his Commentary, spaeemam w4 9§ wEt IfEee
‘“ he who has got through this, can understand the rest,” it might, at all events,
be said with some truth, that after having worked through the first Ashtaka, an
editor may go on to the rest with a smaller number of MSS.

For the first Ashtaka I had twelve MSS.  However, we have learnt from
Greek and Latin philology that a great number of MSS. is not at all desirable
for critical purposes. v most cases those nwmerous MSS. which have been
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collated for classical authors have only served to spoil the text; to make the
reading of doubtful passages still more doubtful; and to give rise to a mass of
conjectural readings, bascd either upon the authority of the transcriber of a
MS., or upon that of an ingenious editor. In this manner an immense deal of
labour has been wasted in classical philology; so that now, after the simple
rules for using MSS. have been laid down by a new school of critical philo-
logers, such as Bekker, Dindorf, Lachmann, and others, almost all the old
editions of classical authors have become uscless for critical purposes, with the
exception of some of the editiones principes, which, as they simply reproduced
one MS., though generally a very bad one, can claim for themselves at least a
certain degree of authenticity. Before MSS. can be used for critical purposes, it
is necessary that they should themselves he examined critically, in order to
determine their origin, their age, and their genealogical ramifications, and thus
to fix their relative value. It it were possible to recover the original MS. of a
work, as written by the author himself, there would be no need of criticism ; we
might dispense with all Tater MSS,, and we should merely have to reproduce
the original text, pointing out at the same time such mistakes as the author
himself might have committed.  But generally onr MSS, are much later than
the composition of the works which they coutain, and, if compared with one
another. they are found to differ from each other, partly in mistakes and omis-
sions, partly in corrections and additions, arising, in the course of centuries,
from the hands or heads of ignorant or learned transcribers.  For the most
part these varipus readings are not peculiar to one or the other MS. only, but
the same mistakes oceur generally in several MSS. at the same time.  Now,
it there are, for instance, certain MSS. which omit a certain number of pas-
sages that have been preserved in oghers, we may safely conclude that the MSS.
which coincide in omitting these passages tlow from the same original source.
But out of the number of MSS. which thus coincide in omitting certain sen-
tences, some may again differ in other characteristic passages, and thus form
new classes and subdivisions. By carefully collecting a large number of such
characteristic passages, all the MSS. of an author arrange themselves sponta-
neously, and form at last a kind of gencalogical series, where each has its
proper place, and commands, according to its position, but not according to its
age, its proper share of authority. For a MS. may be of modern date, yet
if by a comparison of certain classical passages it can be shown to have been
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copied immediately from an old MS,, it inherits, so to say, a greater share of
authority than MSS. which, though of greater age, are of more distant relation-
ship.  Here, however, a distinetion must he made between the authenticity and
the correetness of a certain reading.  As the date of the oldest MS. reaches but
seldom to the age of the author of the work, we can only expeet by a critical.
and, so to say, genealogical arrangement of MSS,, to arrive at the best authen-
ticated, not at the original and correct text of an author. It sometimes happens.
indeed, that all the MSS. of a work can be shown to have originated from one
MS. which'is still in existence, as is the case, for instance, with Sophocles.  But
most frequently there remain in the end two or more different groups of MSS.,
ach with its own peculiar readings, and cach group entirely independent of the
other. In the former case the best that can he done in a merely critical edition
is to reproduce the oldest and best authenticated MS.  But it frequently
happens, that even in the oldest MS., upon which all the others depend, mis-
takes occur, which have heen corrected in more modern MSS,, sometimes by
nmere conjecture, sometimes hy using quotations from an author occeurring in
other works which have preserved a more ancient and more correct reading.
Such passages are open to philological discussions, and have to be treated in
notes.  In the latter ease, if there remain several independent branches of MSS.,
the task becomes more difficult; and as cach class of MSS. may claim for itself
the same degree of authenticity, it hecomes the duty of an editor to choose in
cach particular case the reading of that class of MSS. which may seem to him
most correct, and best inaccordancee with the general style of the author.
Frequently, however, even in this case one class of MSS. will be discovered,
which by its general character of correctness acquires a right to overrule the
testimony of the other classes in doubtful passages.  All this must’be finally
settled before a critical edition of any author can be commenced; and it is
necessary, therefore, for an editor to collate most. carefully even those passages
where the various readings of MSS. bear the evident character of mere mis-
takes, but where, notwithstanding, the omission of a single letter may often
serve to point out the connection of a certain ¢lass of MSS.  Grave errors and
long omissions are generally much less characteristic as marking a family
likeness between certain MSS. than small and insignificant mistakes, because
the former have often struck those who copied a MS., and have induced them
to correct erroncous readings en their own authority, or to supply important
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omissions from other MSS., in case they could be procured. The more insig-
nificant mistakes, on the contrary, were more likely to be overlooked and to
remain unaltered.

With regar(i to the twelve MSS. of the Commentary to the first Ashtaka
of the Rig-veda, I have only succeeded in reducing them to three independent
classes. It is not vorSr likely that MSS. should still be found in India contem-
poraneous with Sayana, though, if swe could trust native authorities, copies of
Sayana’s works have been buried in the ground near Vidyanagara. Excluding
these MSS,, the cxistence of which is extremely problematical, I am .convincod
that there are no MSS. at present which have any claim to be considered as
exhibiting the Commentary exactly such as it came from the hands of Sayana.

I shall proceed to give a list of those MSS. which I have made use of for
this edition. I shall call the three classes, to which all the MSS. belong, A, B,
and C, marking at the same time cach particular MS. by its own number.

A.

A 2. A manuscript in four volumes, containing all the eight Ashtakas. It
was presented by Colebrooke to the library of the Rast-India-ITouse, where it is
entered under Nos. 2133—2136. It contains also the text of the hymns, but not
throughout. In some Ashtakas the accents also are marked. Tt is duted
between 1747 and 1760®, and has been written by different hands at Benares.
[t is on the whole the most valuable MS., and the only one which represents
this first class of MSS. throughout the whole of the Commentary, though in
some of the later Ashtakas long passages are wanting in this MS, also.

For the first Ashtaka L have to include in this class—

A 1. An old MS. of the National Library at Paris, containing the first

" First Ashtaka: Sixth Ashtaka: 37 abog = 1749 A. D.
Tk fraquErTegiR AR i Seventh Ashtaka : #a7 atoe 3% wifwa A&
TR AT gAY TTEERAATEL | Furqw gatarai fadt wiwaree fafenfd ged
wArrTrA AR AR ged o s TR ' w0 W
friya gt wfowes whywofny u This gives 1752 A. D. .
This gives Sika 1673, or 1751 A. D. Eighth Ashtaka: ®qq atas ATOwTR Fawas
Fourth Ashtaka: Ayl dwIraesd gw: w@yd: o fefed ov-

TFREEIY WG w57 FUA AW wwryai §A™ o This gives 1760
Lunecpic e Guinesuc I A.D.

This gives Séka 1669, or 1747 A.D.
VOL. 1. (4]
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Ashtaka only. “ It is well written, and indeed gave me the first hope that a
critical edition of Siyana might still be possible. It is dated Samvat 1625°
(1682. A.D.), and is in many respects more useful than A 2. But, though of
carlier date than A 2, it cannot be considered by any means as the original
from which A 2. was copied: for although the omission of passages which
stand in A 1. might be ascribed to the negligence of the transcriber of A 2, yet
there are also whole lines which are left out in A 1, but which are not wanting
in A2. Both MSS. flow from one original source, and their authority is on
the wile equal; though A 1, as being the earlier branch, has thereby some
advantages over A 2. The absence of the other seven Ashtakas in A 1. is a
great loss for an edition of the Commentary.

To the same class must also be referred A 3, the MS. of the first Ashtaka in
Sir R. Chambers’ collection, now in the Royal Library at Berlin. Of this old
MS., which is in a very bad state of preservation, T possess no complete colla-
tion, but only short notes and extracts which I made before T had scen the MSS.
at Paris and London, and hefore 1 was in a position to conceive the possibility
of a critical edition of the Commentary. A comparison of several characteristic
passages, however, shews the connection of this MS. with A 1. and A 2, with
which it coineides in several of its right as well as of its wrong readings.  As |
was hot able, however, to verify in cach particular passage the reading of this
MS.. it is not to be understood as included in the general designation of class A,
unless especially mentioned.

B.

The second class, B, is represented by two MSS., both of them complete
copies of the Commentary. I owe my first acquaintance with this class of
MSS. to the kindness and liberality of Professor L. Burnouf, who allowed me,
during my stay at Paris, to copy and collate the MS. of Sayana in his pos-
session.  Besides several passages which are corrected or supplied by this MS.
in places where mistakes or omissions oceur in A. or C, it contains also a number
of passages which cvidently bear the character of later additions: they stand
trequently without any connection with the rest of the Commentary, and I had
no doubt that they owed their origin to marginal notes which had been added
by Brahmans while studying the Veda, and which in later copies had been

© frgmgiwcTand w0 #E ey 7 ¥@- ¢ e gedwtsiod o 0t g wem
e s T 1wl whEITED dftetidra T
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incorporated into the text, though sometimes inserted in a wrofig place. This
supposition 1 found fully proved by another MS., which has lately been added
to the library of the East-India-House, and which is evidently the very MS.
from which Professor Burnouf’s copy was taken. In this MS. all those spurious
passages, which occur neither in A. nor C, have not yet heen incorporated into
the text, but appear still as marginal notes. Nay, it is even easy to see how, by
mistaking the signs of reference, the transeriber was led to misplace some of
these additions. T call the MS. of the East-India-House B 1, and that of Pro-
fessor Burnouf B 25 though the latter is on the whole so carcfully co.pied, that
both may be considered as one M.
C.

The third class of MSS. is much more numerously represented, but consists
almost entirely of modern copies, exccuted, with more or less care, for the use
of European scholars.  Yet this class of MSS. also was indispensable for restor-
ing a complete and correet text of Sayana: for though omissions and mistakes
are very frequent, yet some difficult passages are given more correctly in this
class of MSS. than in cither A. or B; while others, which are partly omitted in
A.or B, receive occasionally great help from a comparison of C.  Modern addi-
tions oceur, but very seldom, and their late origin is so evident that they canmot
be mistaken.  The following is a list of this last class of MSS.

C 1. A complete copy of the (! onunentary in the National Library at Paris.
It is advantageously distinguished from the rest, in so far as some Very consi-
derable omissions common to all the C. MSS. have been supplied in C 1. from
another MS. Yet there can be no doubt that, with these exceptions, all the
rest of this MS. descends from the same original source as the other C. MSS.
There is, for instance, a long omission at the end of the fourth Adhvaya of the
first Ashtaka: all the C. MSS. hreak off in the third verse of the twenty-fifth
Varga (p. 534 of ey edition), with the words Frdhmfe, so that twenty pages are
altogether wanting. 1t is difficult to account for this omission. and T suppose
this loss to have happened ve ery carly, because in A, and B. also, where the
Commentary goes on to the end of the fourth Adhyaya, there is a peculiarity
in the style of the Commentator not quite in accordance with the rest of his
work. That this omission has been supplied in C 1. from a different MS. is
cvident, and can be traced even in the smallest particulars. Thus, for instance,
throughout the whole of this supplement the merely grammatical part of the
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Commentary is always divided by w u from the rest, while in all the rest of this
MS. the beginning of the grammatical explanations is not marked at all.

C1b. A second MS. of the National Library at Paris, comprehending’ the
first Ashtaka only, and very negligently written. '

C 2. The next MS. of this class is a copy which Dr. Mill brought over from
India, and which he kindly lent me for my edition. " It will hereafter be
deposited in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, for which the whole collection of
Dr. Mill’s Sanskrit MSS. has been lately purchased. It contains all the cight
Ashtakas’ complete, with the usual omissions of the C. MSS., and is written
very carefully and distinctly.

C 3. One volume, containing the first Ashtaka only. Tt belonged formerly
to the Sanskrit College at Calcutta, afterwards to Professor Wilson, and is now
deposited in the Bodleian Library.

C 4. A complete copy of Sayana’s Commentary, forming Nos. 78—86. in Pro-
fessor Wilson’s collection of Sanskrit MSS. in the Bodleian Library. It is dated
Samvat 18go=1833 A.D.

C 5. Another copy belonging to the same collection, and entered in the
Cataloguc under Nos. 57—60. [t comprehends the first, third, and fourth Ash-
takas only: the second being supplied by another MS., No. 74, which contains
six only out of the cight Adhyayas.

C 6. A Bengali MS,, containing the text and commentary of the first two
Adhyiyas of the first Ashtaka. This likewise forms part of Professor Wilson’s
collection, and is entered in the Catalogue of the Bodleian Library under No. 7.

That all these MSS. must be considered as separated from the MSS. of
Sdyana himsclf by at least onc degree, I conclude from the existence of such
mistakes as are common to all the three classes of our MSS. I do not mean to
say that Sdyana may not himself have committed mistakes in writing his com-
mentary. On the contrary, there are mistakes in all the M SS. which most
probably rest upon Sdyana’s own responsibility. For instance, Rv. 1. 1 14, 4, the
grammatical explanation of ¥ cvidently contains a mistake : yet all the MSS,
quote the same Shtra of Péanini (I1L 3, 126), and there can be little doubt that
Sayana himself is the author of this wrong quotation?. If mistakes of this

P Instead of grunwrdugghafn aey, S-  wfafr wrd worwra: | Fropremagerent TR nf-
yana ought to have written g it | e g 0
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kind occur only in one class of MSS,, or in two, but not in all thyee at the same
time, it must frequently remain uncecrtain whether they are to be laid to the
charge of Sdyana or his transcribers. For instance, Rv.1, 97, 3. A. has dwrgiwa
fafrmargevma:, while B. and C. r cad srmTwTETETtTRRTgEATe:. Sdyana might
have written both, but I have retained the reading of A, as, in cases like this, A.
generally represents the more authentic reading, B. and C. being more liable to
corrections. Rv. 1, 102, 3, however, 1 have adopted the reading of B. and C,
awAn TR, instead of farware (A’2), because, as A 1. coincides here with B.
and C, the reading of A 2. can only be considered as resting upon tho authority
of the transcriber of A 2, and not upon the collective authority of A,  Some-
times old mistakes have been corrected in the more modern MSS.  Rv. 1, 66, 3,
A. and C. read =wrd sriafefafas wwe: @gmm, while in B. the grammatical fault,
wfwq, has been corrected into =g, Though wfem may have originated with
Sayana himsclf, I have of course adopted the reading of B. T shall now quote,
however, some passages where mistakes common to all the MSS. cannot be
ascribed to the author, but must have crept into the MSS. before any of our
present copies were written.  There are evident traces of corruption in the
text of the Commentary in explaining the grammatical formation of w=ar, Rv. 1,
rro, 2. All the MSS. omit gdtssray, but have yet the = after sp:, which
leaves no doubt that gaterstar must have preceded it.  Again, Rv. 1,115, 5,
where sfirg is explained, the MSS. have only srfigera, which explains merely
the first part of wfase, and necessarily requires the addition of either =g or
zitAma, or some similar word, to explain the sccond part. This, however, is
omitted in all the MSS,, and | was obliged to supply it by conjecture. There
is one passage towards the end of the first Ashtaka (Rv. 1, 120, 7.) where the
omission of sceveral letters is marked in the A. as well as in the C. MSS,, and
where the B. MSS. also, though théy do not mark the omission, are of no use
for restoring the text. In this case I was unable to fill out this omission, and
I have marked it in the same way as the MSS. dos. Sometimes old omissions
have been supplied by the transcribers, but not always successfully. Rv.1, gg, 1.
all the MSS. in explaining wodtwa: read zfa yw 37maa, thus making wewrdfiaa an
accusative plural, while it ought to be the genitive singular, and thereforc gfr v=

9 There is probably also a corruption in  remain uncertain till new MSS. can be pro-
the words %esre which precede *the lacuna. cured.
One might conjecture FF/TE, but this must

VOL. I f
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wzrwd. That wg is indeed nothing but a conjecture of the copyists, hecomes clear
when we see that A 2. has gfa = = serew, thus marking an old omission in the ori-
Such

blanks occur most frequently in A 2, and in some cases evidently because the MS.

ginal MS. from which it was copied, without any attempt to correct it.

from which it was copied was worn off' at the margin, so that the blanks return
always at regular intervals, that is to say, always at the end of a line of the
original MS.  Yet although in many other respects too, the A. MSS. exhibit
the best authenticated reading, yet it is impossible to consider either B. or C. as
descending from A, on account of the omissions, additions, and mistakes which
are peculiar to cach of the three classes of MSS., and have never found their way
from one class into another.  What 1 had to do therefore as an editor was first
to find, by a collation of the difterent copies of each class of MSS., the reading
of cach of the three principal classes, and afterwards to choose that reading
which, by weighing the authority of the three classes, and by taking into
account the whole style of Sayana, scemed to be the most authentic.  Consider-
ing, however, that this edition of the Commentary is not only a eritical work,
but at the same time destined to be usetul for studying the Veda, [ have never
carried these eritical principles so far as to leave a corruption in the text,
which, though it might rest upon the authority of the best MSS., was still so
evident, that any body, if acquainted with the rules of the Sanskrit language,
would have seen it, and, it conversant with the style of Siyana, would have

safely corrected it. I have even added some few passages, which, though they

helonged only to one class of MSS., B.or Cr, yet scemed to be useful where

principles of criticism in his edition.  Again,
Rv. 1, 23, 1. the explanation of @A occurs

" Rv. 1, 1, 1. (p. 44.) the quotation war |
uaaw etc., on the change of 3 into &, helongs

only to the B. MSS., yet I have not sup-
pressed it, as it scemed to be useful. Dr. E.
Rijer, who had begun an edition of Sdyana’s
Commentary in Calcutta, (the first two Lec-
tures of the Sanhitd of the Rig-veda, in the
Bibliotheea Indica, fasciculus 1—4.  Calcutta,
1848,) but who, on hearing of my edition,
has kindly given up his own plan, and pub-
lished instead his excellent edition of the
Vrihaddranyaka, has left out this passage,
either because B. MSS. were not procurable
at Calcutta, or because he followed different

only in the C. MSS., and it is evident, from
the quotation of the Manoramd, that this
passage could not come from the hands of
Siyana: yet 1 thought it necessary not to
suppress it on account of the accent. If
#ta were formed after Uy 8. T1. 29, we should
expect it to be a paroxytone; but it is
formed by &, and not by T, in the same
way as g and wg:, which are also oxytones.
Dr. Roer gives the explanation of #tamw, but
with some slight diflerences, which must be
peculiar to his own MSS.
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they stood. So that I may safely assert, that whatever good was to be found
in the MSS. will be found in this edition, while much that was faulty in them
has heen corrected.

The laws of Sandhi and other cuphonic laws | have endeavoured to observe
in the same way as they have been practically carried out in the best Sanskrit
MSS., considering it necessary, in a work like that of Sayana, to avoid the inno-
vations of European, as well as the antiquated subtleties of Indian grammarians.
I have also followed the custom of the MSS., which sometimes suspend very
properly the laws of Sandhi in order to avoid eertain combinations of words, by
which either single words or the structure of whole sentences might become
obscure and doubtful. In this manner the Sandhi becomes for the Sanskrit
what punctuation is for other languages, only it is as difficult to lay down
general laws for the one as for the other.

I have now only to mention those works which 1 made use of for veritying
the quotaticns in Siyana’s Commentary.  There is first of all Panini, whose
grammatical rules are most frequently quoted hy Sayana, sometimes at full
length, sometimes only with a few words by way of reference®. T have derived
great advantage for verifying and understanding these technical rules from
Protessor Bohtlingk’s edition of Panini, which, whatever may he said against
some parts of it, is a most excellent and meritorious work. In the quotation of

¢ I must mention here one expression of
Sdyana’s, which occurs very frequently, but

ANFETAA ;—urfgs and wrefas can thercfore,
as far as T can see, have no other meaning
has given rise to doubts, and is, as it scems,
not yct understood rightly.
rules of Panini’s, consisting of the words
wrfgam w; the one (VL. 1, 198.) teaches

than ** oceurring in the sixth and oceurring
in the eighth Ashtaka:” yet T find that,
for some reason or other, Dr. Weber (in his
edition of the Vajasancyi-sanhita, p. 7. lin, 6.)

There are two

that a vocative case has the accent on ¢he
first syllable; the other (VIII. 1. 19.) re-
stricts this rule, by saying that if a vocative
be preceded by another word, and do not
stand at the beginning of a Pdda, it has no
accent at all. In order to distinguish be-
tween these two rules, Siyana calls the accent
prescribed by the former rule, which occurs
in the sixth Ashtaka, wrfgamregaTaR ; while
the suppression of the accent, as prescribed
by the latter rule in the eighth  Ashtaka,
is called by him wrefa®t fawma: or wrefrd

quotes Pan. VI 1,198, as the reference to w-
famm =, where the ctfect of this rule is dis-
tinctly said to be wrefazr fagm:. Savana
uses also =rgfaaE: in the same sense, as ap-
plied to a rule occurring in the fourth Ash-
taka of Pinini: ef. Rv. 1, 84, 14, where the
rule intended by the Commentator is in fact
to be found in the fourth Ashtaka of Pinini,
1V.2,86; so that I have no doubt that Dr.
Weber's quotation is to be considered as a
nisprint.
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rules I have scldom had occasion to differ from his edition, and where I have
done so, it has only been after mature consideration. In the quotation of the
Varttikas also I have followed Professor Bohtlingk’s edition, though it is to be
regretted that he has left out many of them. These, however, could easily be
found in the Calcutta edition of Panini, though for some of them I was obliged
to have recourse to the Mahdbhdshya. In order to make this edition more
uscful, I have been induced to add the references from Panini in the first
Adhyiyas, but afterwards 1 have done so olly whenever a new rule was quoted
for the first time. Professor Bohtlingk (now Counscllor of State to His Imperial
Majesty the Emperor of Russia) could not render a more valuable service to
Sanskrit philology, than by publishing a second and complete edition of Panini
and his Commentarics, a work for which he must possess at present the most
ample materials.

Two other collections of grammatical Satras which are quoted by Siyana
are the Unadi-stitras and the Phit-sitras of Se’mtanﬁc]u’n‘ya. Both of them form
part of the Siddhanta-kaumudi, as published at Calcutta, 1811, but they have
been edited with much less care than Panini’s Sutras.  They have been reprinted
in the Mémoires de Académie Impériale des Sciences de St. Pétersbourg, 1843
and 1844, by Professor Bohtlingk, but require, particularly the Unadi-sitras, a
careful collation of MSS. and the help of commentaries. [ have quoted the
Sutras after Professor Bohtlingk’s text, as being more accessible than the
edition of the Siddhanta-kaumudi; but I have been continually obliged to have
recourse to the MSS. and Commentaries of the Unadi-sitrast.

A fourth grammatical work quoted by Siyana is the Dhatupatha. Of this
work we have a most excellent edition by Professor Westergaard of Copenhagen,
at the end of his Radices Linguwe Sanscritee. 1 have quoted it only a few
times, as it is very easy to find b‘a’nym]a’s' quotations with the help of Prof.

t The MS. from which I have derived the are incomplete, others incorrect; and the
greatest use is the Unpddivritti, by Ujjvala-  meaning and formation of words are frequent-
datta, a work which has been composed after ly mistaken. I merely mention this here to
a careful collation of old MSS. and Com- point out how unsafe it would be to make
mentaries. It frequently points out words use of our present editions for lexicographic
and Sitras as being of later origin, and as  purposes; but I shall soon have an oppor-
not occurring in old Commentaries. In our tunity of returning to this subject, when exa-
printed editions some Sitras are left out, mining the historical value of this and other
others mixed with the Commentary ; some works nrevious to Pénini.
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Westergaard’s Radices. Sayana has himself written a Commentary on the
Dhétupatha, before he wrote his Commentary on the Veda, and has frequently
readings peculiar to himself, which he has defended in his Commentary®, and °
which Prof. Westergaard also has generally mentioned in his cdition.

.Another work frequently used by Sayana for explaining the Veda is Y4ska's
Nirukta. This work ‘existed only in manuscript when I began to print Sayana’s
Commentary, and as the greater part of the Nirukta is contained in Siyana’s
works, I was obliged to copy and analyse it, in order to verify Sayana’s quotations.
For though, with the help of the Sarvanukrama, all the passages fromn the Veda
which are explained by Yaska may be traced back to their places in the text
by referring to thc Commentary on the Nirukta, where the Devatad and Rishi
of each passage are given, yet it is very difficult, vice versa, to find always the
place in the Nirukta where a passage of the Veda has been explained by Yéska;
still more so when only a few words out of Yaska’s explanations are quoted by
Sayana. In the course of carrying this first volume through the press, a very
correct cdition of the Nirukta has becn published by my learned friend Pro-
fessor Roth in Germany. Prof. Roth had kindly informed me beforehand which
of the two recensions of the Nirukta he would follow in his edition, and I am
glad to find that consequently the references which I have always given, when the
Nirukta is quoted by Séayana, coincide with his edition. In some few places
Sayana’s quotations from Yaska do not exactly correspond with the text of the
Nirukta; but this is probably owing to Sayana’s manner of quoting, which, as I
have mentioned before, is generally done from memory.  Although these dif-
ferences were very slight, yet I could not, in accordance with the principles of
my edition, take it upon myself to correct them. [ have not added references
to Sayana’s quotations from the Nighantus, because these lists of Vaidik words
are alrcady arranged systematically under different heads, and thus require no
further reference.

The same applies to Sidyana’s quotations from Katyayana's Sarvanukrama.
I have myself compared eve:y passage quoted from this Index of the authors,
deities, metres, ctc. of each hymn. But as this Index follows exactly the same
order as the hymns of the Rig-veda, it would have been useless to add the
references. In those cases also where Sdyana quotes from the Sarvianukrama

® Séyana quotes his Dhétuvritti, Rv. 1, 42, 7. 1, 51, 8. 1, 82, 1. ete.
VOL. I g
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certain rules onmetre and other subjects contained in the Paribhésh4, 1 have
abstained from giving the references, because this Introduction to Katydyana’s
Sarvanukrama is likewise so well arranged, and so short, that 1t is as easy to
find a reference as to find the quotation itself.

Another author whom Siyana quotes most frequently with regard to the
Vaidik ccremonial is Advalayana. There are twelve hodks of Srauta-sitras,
and four hooks of Grihya-sutras, nonc of them as yet published. Siyana quotes
these Sutras continually, whenever a hymn or part of a hymn of the Rig-veda
occurs whith is to be employed by the Hotri-priests at a certain act of a sacri-
fice. Now if, like the Sutras to the Yajur-veda, the Sttras of Agvaldyana
followed the same order as the hymns, it would not have been difficult to find
Sayana’s quotations in the MSS. of Asvaldyana’s Sitras, and it would scarcely
have been nccessary to give a reference to cach of Sayana’s quotations from
Advalayana. But the Rig-veda has preserved its old arrangement and its
genuine form, and has not been supplanted by a Hotri-veda, or a prayer-book
for the Hotri-priests; such as the Yajur-veda is for the Adhvaryu-priests, and
the Sama-veda for the Udgatri-priests. If, like these two so-called ceremonial
Vedas, the Rig-veda also consisted only ot such passages as are requisite for
the Brahmanic sacrifices, arranged in the same order as they have to be recited
by the Hotri-priests at different ceremonies, the order of the hymns and of the
Sttras, and probably also of the Brahmanas, would be the same. But, as it is,
the Rig-veda represents to us the old collection of sacred poetry, as it has been
handed down by tradition in different Vaidik families, each of which claimed a
certain number of ancient poets (Rishis) as their own. The poems therefore which
have been incorporated in the Rig-veda-sanhita are arranged according to the
old families to which the poets of certain, songs are said to have belonged,
and consequently those passages which in later times were sclected as most
appropriate to be employed at the grand sacrifices by the Hotri-priests, are
found scattered about in different parts of this old collection. Shyana, who of
coursc knew Advalayana’s Stutras by heart, quotes these Sttras whenever one
of those verses occurs which Aévalayana has prescribed for any one of the dif-
ferent sacrifices. But all that Siyana adds, to enable one who has not learnt
by heart these sixteen books of ceremonial Sttras, to find their place in Aévala-
yana, consists in mentioning the name of the particular part of the ceremonial,
and sometimes in giving the beginning of the chapter where a certain Sdtra
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occurs. By the help of Indices, however, I have succeeded in verifying these
passages also, and I have always added the book and chapter where Sayana’s
quotations are to be found in AévalAyana’s work. If, in the passages which
Siyana quotes from the Brahmanas, he had restricted himself to the Brahmanas
of the Rig-veda, I should have added references to these quotations also. But
as Sdyana takes his quotations promiscuously from all the Brahmanas, whether
connected with the Rig-veda or the Sima-veda, Yajur-veda, and Atharva-veda,
[ determined rather to give no references whatever for these Brihmana pas-
Besides there was the difficulty”that these
Bréhmanas and Aranyakas, which as yet exist only in manuscript, are not
always divided in the same manner; so that if I had adapted my references to

sages than to do it incompletely *.

the MSS., they might perhaps not have been found in accordance with the
editions of several of the Brahmanas which are now preparing for publication.
In many instances T have derived great help from the original MSS. of the Brah-
manas, particularly as Sayana’s quotations from these works are generally full
of mistakes, arising from old Vaidik forms, which the transcribers did not

¥ It is not only on account of the vast-
ness of the Brahmana literature that I found it
impossible to verify every quotation, but there
are many Bridhmanas of which there are not

@ wemfimrErnieimiati anfews-
ARG THETATAATHEH RETFAT: uﬁmﬁm
WY WATTVTATE YA AT cto

“There are eight Brahmanas; the Praudha

even MSS. to be procured in any of the
European libraries.  Some scem lost even in
India, and are only known by name. With
regard to the Brahmanas of the Sdma-veda,
I had stated, in a letter to my friend Pro-
fessor Benfey at Gottingen, that there are
eight.  Prof. Benfcy has kindly mentioned
this in the Preface to his edition of, the
Sédma-veda; and as Dr. Weber has lately
published some observations with regard to
Prof. Benfey’s and Mr. Colebrooke’s state-
ments on the Bridhmana literature of the
Sima-veda, I owe it to Prof. Benfey and to
myself to make good my assertion. Siyana,
in his Commentary on the Samavidhéna-
Bréhmapa, says:

wwt fe Aregzan: WE ' |

wffgrey fadtd wrwm: wmafintag

wrif JgAraTd WRRUfTRR: |

wfgmafardm gdar werfefifom: o

is the first Bréhmana, (this means the large
Bréhmana, the Pancavinsa, not prodha as
Dr. W, writes) ; the one called Shadvinsa or
Shadvindad-Brahmana is the second; then fol-
lows the Samavidhi; then the Arsheya-Brih-
mana, the Devatidhydya-Bréhmana, and the
Upanishat. These with the Sanhitopanishad
and the Vansa are called the eight books. In
the great Brahmana and the Shadvinsa the
principal sacrifices, the Ekdha, Ahina, and
Satras, have been taught by which persons,
fit for offering sacrifices, may obtain life in
heaven and other rewards. Now, in the third
Bréhmanpa, called Simavidhéna, other hymns
will be enjoined, etc.” This, I hope, will be
sufficient to vindicate my assertion; for nothing
is more likely to bring Vaidik studies into dis-
credit than mere assertions and ingenious con-
jectures, of which I am sorry to say we have
had already a great number even in print.
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know and understand. Frequently, however, I found also that real differences
existed between a passage as quoted by Sayana and the text as exhibited in
the Brahmanas, which can only be accounted for by the supposition that Siyana
used some Brahmanas in a Sakh4 different from that which was accessible to
me in manuscript.

I have only to express, in conclusion, my sincere thanks for the instruc-
tion, the advice, the encouragement, and assistance which I have received, in
the course of my studies, from those distinguished Oriental scholars whose
lectures I ‘have followed at the Universitics of Leipzig, Berlin, and Paris, as
well as from those whom I met with there, and with whom I became con-
nected by the ties of kindred pursuits and friendship. To mention the liberality
with which foreigners are admitted to the rich collections of the National
Library at Paris, the Library of the East-Iudia-House in London, and the
Bodleian Library at Oxford, would only be repeating what is known to all
who have had occasion to consult these Libraries. Yet this ought not to pre-
vent me from acknowledging the personal obligation under which 1 feel myself
towards M. Hase, M. Reinaud and M. Munk at the National Library at Paris,
and towards the Rev. Dr. Bandinel and the Rev. I1. O. Coxe at the Bodleian
Library at Oxford, for the kindness which T have received at their hands
during my studies at Paris and Oxford. Private collections also of Sanskrit
MSS. have been freely thrown open to me, in France by Professor Burnouf,
in ‘England by the Rev. Dr. Mill; and I avail myself of this opportunity to
return my thanks to both of these eminent Oriental scholars. 1 have also
thankfully to acknowledge the kind assistancc of my learned friend Dr. Ch. Rieu
at the British Museum, by whose careful corrections many misprints and mis-
takes have been removed, which, notwithstanding the great accuracy and ability
of the compositor employed on the present volume, could scarcely he avoided
in so extensive a work. Above all, however, my thanks are due to Professor H. H.
Wilson. It would be presumptuous on my part were I to speak of his unequalled
achievements in different branches of Oriental philology. But it would be un-
grateful were I not to acknowledge the kindness with which he has assisted me
in my undertaking. To his recommendation I owe the liberal patronage which
the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East-India-Company have hestowed
upon this work, and without which its publication would scarcely have been
possible. While I was preparing this edition his books and manuscripts were at
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my disposal ; whenever I wanted advice, he was ready to give it; and he has
even given his valuable time to correct the press. The English translation of the
Rig-veda by Professor Wilson, which is soon to appear, will be a new proof of the
interest which he has taken in this work. To have been allowed to enjoy his
acquaintance, and to avail myself of his instruction, will always be to me the
- best compensation for "what I have lost in living so long away from my own
country and my old friends.

M. M.

OXFORD,
October 1849.
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